
Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Van Buren, held on November 5, 2025 at 
7:00 pm at the Van Buren Town Hall, 7575 Van Buren Road, Baldwinsville, New York. 

 

Mrs. Charity Gustke  Councilor 

Mr. Roger Hand  Councilor 

Mr. Robert Grover  Councilor 

Mrs. Jennifer Sullivan  Councilor 

Mrs. Wendy Van Der Water Supervisor 

 

Absent: Mr. Michael Burke, Councilor 

   Ms. Darcie Lesniak, Councilor 

 

Also Present: 

Mr. Jeff Eaton   Town Attorney 

Mr. Jason Hoy   Town Engineer 

Ms. Linda Pease   Comptroller 

Ms. Lynn Precourt  Town Clerk 

 

Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call. 

 

Citizens Comments: None 

 

Approve minutes of Regular Town Board Meeting: 

216-25-000 MOTION BY Mr. Grover, seconded by Mr. Hand, to approve the minutes of the 
Regular Town Board Meeting on October 15, 2025 as published. 

Mrs. Gustke – Yes, Mr. Hand – Yes, Mr. Grover – Yes, Mrs. Sullivan – Yes, Mrs. Van Der 
Water – Yes 

Motion Carried & Adopted 

 

Citizens Comments: None 

 

Budget Presentation: 

Ms. Pease said this was a challenging budget to put together due to decreasing revenues and 
insurance utility increases beyond our control. 

 

Ms. Pease said the majority of revenue comes from taxes, PILOT agreements and mortgage tax.  
She said state aid remains unchanged.  
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Ms. Pease said the majority of expenses are general services which includes administration, 
employees and benefits.  She said the town has 5% debt ratio which is very good.  

 

Mrs. Van Der Water said the tax rate is going down one cent next year.  She said this is the first 
year that some staff did not receive wage increases in order to lower taxes. 

 

Public Hearing on 2026 Town and Special Districts Budgets: 

217-25-000 MOTION BY Mr. Grover, seconded by Mr. Hand, to recess the regular meeting, 
open the public hearing and waive reading the legal notice published in the Post Standard on 
October 30, 2025. 

Mrs. Gustke – Yes, Mr. Hand – Yes, Mr. Grover – Yes, Mrs. Sullivan – Yes, Mrs. Van Der 
Water – Yes 

Motion Carried & Adopted 

Mrs. Van Der Water asked if there was anyone to speak for or against this proposed budget. 

 

Mr. Andy Bowes asked how much the town pays National grid for utilities considering the large 
increases.  He said that money will need to come from somewhere next year. 

 

Mrs. Van Der Water said she can get him that number, but, the town receives bills for buildings, 
parks, street lighting and others. 

 

218-25-000 MOTION BY Mrs. Gustke, seconded by Mrs. Sullivan, to close the public 
hearing and resume the regular meeting at 7:12 pm. 

Mrs. Gustke – Yes, Mr. Hand – Yes, Mr. Grover – Yes, Mrs. Sullivan – Yes, Mrs. Van Der 
Water – Yes 

Motion Carried & Adopted 

 

Adopt 2026 Town and Special Districts Budgets: 

219-25-007 MOTION BY  Mrs. Sullivan, seconded by Mr. Grover, to adopt the 2026 Town 
and Special Districts Preliminary Budget. 

Mrs. Gustke – Yes, Mr. Hand – Yes, Mr. Grover – Yes, Mrs. Sullivan – Yes, Mrs. Van Der 
Water – Yes 

Motion Carried & Adopted 

 

Budget Transfers and modifications: 

220-25-007 MOTION BY Mr. Grover, seconded by Mr. Hand, to approve the following 
budget transfers: 
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FROM: DB.5110.0410 ROAD REPAIR MATERIALS 
 $     
(1,000.00) 

TO: DB.5110.0200 HIGHWAY EQUIPMENT  
 $       
1,000.00  

  pressure washer purchase    

       

FROM: DB.5130.0100 MECHANIC SALARIES  
 $  
(14,550.00) 

TO: DB.5142.0200 HIGHWAY EQUIPMENT  
 $     
14,550.00  

  new truck salter was quoted separately  
       

FROM: A.1910.0450 INSURANCE (LIABILITY) 
 $     
(2,363.63) 

TO: A.9950.0900 TRANSFER TO CAPITAL  
 $       
2,363.63  

  ballfied drainage     
 

Mrs. Gustke – Yes, Mr. Hand – Yes, Mr. Grover – Yes, Mrs. Sullivan – Yes, Mrs. Van Der 
Water – Yes 

Motion Carried & Adopted 

 

License Agreement with Release and Indemnification to allow installation of a Fence in a Town 
Drainage Easement for 86 Cross Country: 
 221-25-015 MOTION BY Mrs. Sullivan, seconded by Mr. Grover, to declare this action Type 
II under SEQRA with no adverse environmental impacts and to approve the license agreement 
with release and indemnification to allow a fence in a town drainage easement for 86 Cross 
Country Drive. 
Mrs. Gustke – Yes, Mr. Hand – Yes, Mr. Grover – Yes, Mrs. Sullivan – Yes, Mrs. Van Der 
Water – Yes 

Motion Carried & Adopted 

 

Letter of Proposal from LMC Codes, LLC to Review the proposed plans for CDS Van Buren 
Apartments Projects with fees to be paid by the Developer, not to exceed $13,950.00: 
Mrs. Van Der Water said this is to allow a third party to review the plans for the proposed 
apartments at 7520 Van Buren Road in order to speed up the process to get building permits 
issued before the state ban on natural gas goes into effect.  The fee is being paid by the 
developer. 
 222-25-000 MOTION BY Mr. Grover, seconded by Mr. Hand, to accept the letter of proposal 
from LMC Codes, LLC to review the proposed plans for CDS Van Buren Apartments Projects 
with fees to be paid by the developer, not to exceed $13,950.00. 
Mrs. Gustke – Yes, Mr. Hand – Yes, Mr. Grover – Yes, Mrs. Sullivan – Yes, Mrs. Van Der 
Water – Yes 

Motion Carried & Adopted 
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Contract with the CNYSPCA for Dog Control with a term of 1/1/26 – 12/31/26, not to exceed 
$26,000: 
Mrs. Van Der Water said they will continue to seek less expensive options for this service for 
next year but we are required to have dog control services in place and for 2026 this is the best 
option. 
 223-25-001.1 MOTION BY Mr. Grover, seconded by Mr. Hand, to authorize the Supervisor to 
execute the contract with the CNYSPCA for dog control with a term of 1/1/26-12/31/26, not to 
exceed $26,000.00. 
Mrs. Gustke – Yes, Mr. Hand – Yes, Mr. Grover – Yes, Mrs. Sullivan – Yes, Mrs. Van Der 
Water – Yes 

Motion Carried & Adopted 

 
Resolution to reduce the Irrevocable Standby Letter of Credit from Pathfinder Bank on behalf of 
Brolex Properties, LLC for the Treybrook Development, Phase 1 from $70,000 to $42,000: 
 224-25-000 MOTION BY Mrs. Sullivan, seconded by Mr. Grover, approve a reduction  in the 
Irrevocable Standby Letter of Credit from Pathfinder Bank on behalf of Brolex Properties, LLC 
for the Treybrook Development, Phase 1 from $70,000 to $42,000 as described in Mr. Hoy, 
Town Engineer, memo to Board dated July 24, 2025. 
Mrs. Gustke – Yes, Mr. Hand – Yes, Mr. Grover – Yes, Mrs. Sullivan – Yes, Mrs. Van Der 
Water – Yes 

Motion Carried & Adopted 

 

Approve amended resolution to amend Procurement Policy effective 4/2/25: 

225-25-000 MOTION BY  Mr. Grover, seconded by Mr. Hand, to further amend paragraph 
four under procurement chart to remove Supervisor’s approval for all public works contracts. 

Mrs. Gustke – Yes, Mr. Hand – Yes, Mr. Grover – Yes, Mrs. Sullivan – Yes, Mrs. Van Der 
Water – Yes 

Motion Carried & Adopted 

 

Resolution in support of the Energy Choice Act (H.R. 3699, S. 1945) and in opposition to 
Government Mandated Natural Gas Bans: 

226-25-000 MOTION BY Mr. Grover, seconded by Mrs. Sullivan, to approve the following 
resolution: 

WHEREAS, affordable and reliable energy is essential to the health, safety, and economic 
prosperity of New York families, businesses, and communities; and  

WHEREAS, natural gas remains a dependable, cost-effective, and clean-burning energy 
source used by millions of New Yorkers to heat their homes, cook their food, and power their 
businesses; and  

WHEREAS, in 2019, New York State enacted the Climate Leadership and Community 
Protection Act (CLCPA), which mandates aggressive emissions reductions and serves as the 
foundation for sweeping energy restrictions, including efforts to phase out natural gas; and  
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WHEREAS, building on the CLCPA, Governor Kathy Hochul and the New York State 
Legislature in 2023 enacted provisions in the state budget banning natural gas and other fossil fuel 
hookups in most new residential and commercial buildings, effective 2026 for smaller buildings, 
and 2029 for larger buildings, thereby eliminating consumer choice and limiting access to 
affordable energy; and  

WHEREAS, Governor Hochul has publicly supported these bans and related measures as 
part of her administration’s climate and energy agenda, despite widespread concerns that such 
mandates will increase costs, strain grid reliability, and restrict energy diversity; and  

WHEREAS, these top-down policies undermine affordability, threaten reliability during 
peak demand, and strip away the freedom of consumers and businesses to choose the energy 
sources that best meet their needs; and  

WHEREAS, Congressman Nick Langworthy of New York and Senator Jim Justice of 
West Virginia introduced the Energy Choice Act (H.R. 3699, S. 1945), federal legislation that 
ensures state and local governments cannot restrict consumer access to natural gas and other 
affordable energy sources, thereby protecting freedom of choice for New Yorkers and all 
Americans; and  

WHEREAS, the Energy Choice Act would safeguard households, small businesses, 
hospitals, farmers, and manufacturers from harmful government overreach and preserve access to 
an “all-of-the-above” energy strategy that strengthens reliability and affordability.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT  
RESOLVED, that the Town of Van Buren strongly supports the Energy Choice Act as 

introduced by Congressman Langworthy (H.R. 3699) and Senator Justice (S. 1945) and stands 
firmly opposed to New York State’s natural gas bans, the CLCPA-driven restrictions, and other 
state energy mandates that eliminate consumer choice; be it further  

RESOLVED, that the Town of VanBuren urges Congress to pass the Energy Choice Act 
to defend consumer choice, protect energy affordability, and preserve reliable access to natural gas 
for New Yorkers; be it further 

RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to Congressman Nick Langworthy, 
Senator Jim Justice, the New York Congressional delegation, Senators Chuck Schumer and 
Kirsten Gillibrand, Governor Kathy Hochul, and leadership of the New York State Legislature. 
Roll Call Votes: Mrs. Gustke – Yes, Mr. Hand – Yes, Mr. Grover – Yes, Mrs. Sullivan – Yes, 
Mrs. Van Der Water – Yes 

Motion Carried & Adopted 

 

Authorize Supervisor to sign letter to National Grid concerning snowmobile trails crossing their 
easements: 

Mrs. Van Der Water said National Grid is asking the town what our position is on the 
snowmobile club constructing a trail that crosses three National Grid easements within the town.  
Mrs. Van Der Water said this letter is stating that we do not object to them doing so. 

227-25-001.1 MOTION BY Mrs. Gustke, seconded by Mr. Grover, to authorize the Supervisor 
to sign the letter from National Grid stating we do not object to the snowmobile club trails 
crossing their easements within the town. 

Mrs. Gustke – Yes, Mr. Hand – Yes, Mr. Grover – Yes, Mrs. Sullivan – Yes, Mrs. Van Der 
Water – Yes 
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Motion Carried & Adopted 

 
Councilor Committee Reports and Comments: 
Mr. Grover said we did not have a good turnout for the Land Use Committee meeting held on 
October 22nd.  He said we have an interactive online tool doe residents to use to provide 
feedback and he is asking the public to participate. 
 
Mr. Grover said the next meeting will be in December. 
 
Mrs. Sullivan said the Baldwinsville tree lighting will take place after the Parade of Lights on 
November 29th.  There is an after party at the library. 
 
Mr. Hand congratulated all the newly elected officials. 
 
Supervisor Comments: 
Mrs. Van Der Water said she received the Codes office monthly report and they issued 14 
permits, closed 16 permits and have been busy with fire inspections.  She thanked them for their 
work. 
 
Mrs. Van Der Water said we are collecting new and used Halloween costumes through the end 
of next week at the Town Hall. 
 
Mrs. Van Der Water said we will working with My Father’s Kitchen, an organization downtown 
committed to helping the homeless with a winter clothing drive.  She said she will have more 
information on when to drop off donations at the Town Hall. 
 
Highway Superintendent Comments: 
Mr. Hoy spoke for Mr. Blaisdell who is attending his son’s Baldwinsville Varsity Soccer team 
sectional game tonight (they won, good luck on Saturday)!! 
 
Mr. Hoy said there is no on street parking from 2:00 am to 6:00 am between November 15th and 
April 15th. 
 
Mr. Hoy said delineators will be going in next week and they are prepping the trucks with 
sanders and plows for winter. 
 
Engineer Comments:  
Mr. Hoy said work on the big drainage pipes will be starting next week on Idlewood and 
Birchwood Boulevard. 
 
Attorney Comments: None 
  
 228-25-014 MOTION BY Mrs. Sullivan, seconded by Mr. Grover, to recess the regular 
meeting and go into Executive Session to discuss a personnel issue at 7:30 pm. 
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Mrs. Gustke – Yes, Mr. Hand – Yes, Mr. Grover – Yes, Mrs. Sullivan – Yes, Mrs. Van Der 
Water – Yes 

Motion Carried & Adopted 

 
 229-25-000 MOTION BY Mrs. Sullivan, seconded by Mrs. Gustke, to close the executive 
Session and resume the regular meeting at 8:30 pm. 
Mrs. Gustke – Yes, Mr. Hand – Yes, Mr. Grover – Yes, Mrs. Sullivan – Yes, Mrs. Van Der 
Water – Yes 

Motion Carried & Adopted 

   
230-25-000 MOTION BY Mrs. Sullivan, seconded by Mrs. Gustke, to adjourn to the next 
Regular Town Board meeting on November 19, 2025. 
Mrs. Gustke – Yes, Mr. Hand – Yes, Mr. Grover – Yes, Mrs. Sullivan – Yes, Mrs. Van Der 
Water – Yes 

Motion Carried & Adopted 

 
Meeting closed 8:28 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Lynn Precourt 
Town Clerk 
 
Dated: 11/6/25 


