
Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Van Buren, held on November 19, 2025 at 
7:00 pm at the Van Buren Town Hall, 7575 Van Buren Road, Baldwinsville, New York. 

 

Mrs. Charity Gustke  Councilor 

Mr. Michael Burke  Councilor 

Mr. Roger Hand  Councilor 

Mr. Robert Grover  Councilor 

Mrs. Jennifer Sullivan  Councilor 

Mrs. Wendy Van Der Water Supervisor 

 

Absent:  

Ms. Darcie Lesniak, Councilor 

 

Also Present: 

Ms. Nadine Bell  Town Attorney 

Mr. Jason Hoy   Town Engineer 

Mr. David Blaisdell  Highway Superintendent 

Ms. Lynn Precourt  Town Clerk 

 

Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call. 

 

Citizens Comments: None 

 

Approve Meeting Minutes of Regular Meeting on November 5, 2025: 

231-25-000 MOTION BY Mr. Grover, seconded by Mr. Burke, to approve the Regular Town 
Board meeting minutes of November 5, 2025 as published. 

Mrs. Gustke – Yes, Mr. Burke – Yes, Mr. Hand – Yes, Mr. Grover – Yes, Mrs. Sullivan – Yes, 
Mrs. Van Der Water – Yes 

Motion Carried & Adopted 

 

Budget Transfers and modifications: 

232-25-007 MOTION  BY Mrs. Sullivan, seconded by Mr. Grover, to approve the following: 

FROM: DB.5110.0410 ROAD REPAIR MATERIALS  $  (5,600.00) 
TO: DB.5142.0403 HIGHWAY SALT   $    5,600.00  

        

   YEAR END   

       
FROM: B.9010.0800 CODES RETIREMENT    $  (2,609.00) 
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TO: B.7989.0452 PAC B    $    2,609.00  

       

   YEAR END   
Mrs. Gustke – Yes, Mr. Burke – Yes, Mr. Hand – Yes, Mr. Grover – Yes, Mrs. Sullivan – Yes, 
Mrs. Van Der Water – Yes 

Motion Carried & Adopted 

 

Accept 2023 Audits: 

233-25-007 MOTION BY Mrs. Gustke, seconded by Mr. Hand, to accept the 2023 audits for 
Town Clerk, Code Enforcement and Parks & Recreation. 

Mrs. Gustke – Yes, Mr. Burke – Yes, Mr. Hand – Yes, Mr. Grover – Yes, Mrs. Sullivan – Yes, 
Mrs. Van Der Water – Yes 

Motion Carried & Adopted 

 

Authorize payment to Comptroller for 2023 Audits: 

236-25-007 MOTION BY Mr. Grover, seconded by Mr. Burke, to authorize payment of 
$2500.00 through payroll to the Comptroller for payment for the 2023 department audits. 

Mrs. Gustke – Yes, Mr. Burke – Yes, Mr. Hand – Yes, Mr. Grover – Yes, Mrs. Sullivan – Yes, 
Mrs. Van Der Water – Yes 

Motion Carried & Adopted 

 

Introduction of Local Law E-2025: 

237-25-039 

TOWN OF VAN BUREN LOCAL LAW NO. E OF 2025 
 

(“A Local Law Imposing a Twelve (12) Month Moratorium  
on Battery Energy Storage Systems Within the Town of Van Buren”) 

 
Councilor Burke introduced proposed Local Law No. E-2025, imposing a twelve (12) 

month moratorium on the siting, establishment, placement, installation, construction, erection, 
modification and enlargement of battery energy storage systems within the Town of Van Buren, 
and made the following motion, which was seconded by Councilor Sullivan 

WHEREAS, proposed Local Law No. E-2025 has been introduced and will be considered 
for enactment pursuant to the provisions of the Municipal Home Rule Law and Town Law; and  

WHEREAS, this proposed moratorium extension will enable the Town to complete its 
review and comprehensively address the issues involved with battery energy storage system uses; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Town Board has deemed this moratorium extension urgent and 
immediately necessary in order to preserve status quo while this issue is examined by the Town; 
and 

WHEREAS, Volume 6 N.Y.C.R.R., Section 617 of the Regulations relating to Article 8 
of the New York State Environmental Conservation Law, requires that as early as possible an 
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involved agency shall make a determination whether a given action is subject to the 
aforementioned law; and 

WHEREAS, no other agency has the legal authority or jurisdiction to approve or directly 
undertake the enactment of a local law in the Town of Van Buren, such that there are no other 
involved agencies within the meaning of the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act 
(SEQRA) with respect to the proposed enactment of said Local Law, with the result that the Town 
Board shall act as lead agency in this matter. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED AND DETERMINED that there are no other involved agencies, the Town 

Board shall act as lead agency, and that the enactment of this proposed local law is a Type II action 
under SEQR, thus concluding the environmental review process; and be it further 

RESOLVED AND DETERMINED that the Town Board conduct a public hearing as to 
the enactment of proposed Local Law No. E-2025 at the Town Hall located at 7575 Van Buren 
Road in the Town of Van Buren on December 3, 2025 at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the 
matter can be heard, at which time all persons interested in the subject shall be heard. 

The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote and upon 
roll call, the vote was as follows:   
Mrs. Gustke – Yes, Mr. Burke – Yes, Mr. Hand – Yes, Mr. Grover – Yes, Mrs. Sullivan – Yes, 
Mrs. Van Der Water – Yes 

Motion Carried & Adopted 

 
Authorize Supervisor to sign Grading and Construction Agreement with Treybrook for Phase 
2B: 
 238-25-001.1 MOTION BY Mr. Grover, seconded by Mrs. Gustke, to authorize the Supervisor 
to sign the Construction and Grading Agreement with Treybrook for Phase 2B. 
Mrs. Gustke – Yes, Mr. Burke – Yes, Mr. Hand – Yes, Mr. Grover – Yes, Mrs. Sullivan – Yes, 
Mrs. Van Der Water – Yes 

Motion Carried & Adopted 

 
Authorize Town Engineer to purchase material for the Idlewood and Birchwood Boulevard 
Drainage Project: 
 239-25-007 MOTION BY Md. Hand, seconded by Mr. Grover, to authorize the Town 
Engineer to purchase material for the Idlewood and Birchwood Boulevard Drainage Project from 
Crossroads Highway under NYS Contract # PC70695 and Casinella Excavating under Onondaga 
County Contract No. 5244. 
Mrs. Gustke – Yes, Mr. Burke – Yes, Mr. Hand – Yes, Mr. Grover – Yes, Mrs. Sullivan – Yes, 
Mrs. Van Der Water – Yes 

Motion Carried & Adopted 

 
Authorize Supervisor to sign agreement with Superior Waste for trash and recycling removal: 
 240-25-001.1 MOTION BY Mrs. Sullivan, seconded by Mr. Hand, to authorize the Supervisor 
to sign agreement with Superior Waste for trash and recycling removal for the remainder of 2025 
subject to approval of Town Attorney. 
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Mrs. Gustke – Yes, Mr. Burke – Yes, Mr. Hand – Yes, Mr. Grover – Yes, Mrs. Sullivan – Yes, 
Mrs. Van Der Water – Yes 

Motion Carried & Adopted 

 
Councilor Committee Reports and Comments: 
Mrs. Sullivan said the Village Tree Lighting is November 29th following the Parade of Lights. 
 
 
Mrs. Sullivan wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 
 
Mr. Grover said the online interactive tool for the Comprehensive Plan is on the town’s website.  
He encouraged residents to use it to provide their input on how the town should develop in the 
future. 
 
Mrs. Gustke wished everyone a Happy and safe Thanksgiving. 
 
Supervisor Comments:  
Mrs. Van Der Water said the town has teamed with In My Father’s Kitchen and the Town Hall is 
a drop off site for winter clothing, shoes and boots to help the homeless this winter. 
 
Mrs. Van Der Water wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 
 
Highway Superintendent Comments: 
Mr. Blaisdell reminded everyone there is no on street parking between now and April 15 th from 
2:00 to 6:00 am to help with snow plowing. 
 
Engineer Comments: None 
 
Attorney Comments: None 
 
 241-25-000 MOTION BY Mr. Burke, seconded by Mr. Grover to adjourn to the next Regular 
Town Board Meeting on December 3, 2025 at 7:00 pm. 
Mrs. Gustke – Yes, Mr. Burke – Yes, Mr. Hand – Yes, Mr. Grover – Yes, Mrs. Sullivan – Yes, 
Mrs. Van Der Water – Yes 

Motion Carried & Adopted 

 
Meeting closed 7:14 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Lynn Precourt 
Town Clerk 
Dated: 11/20/25 


